Indigenous Peoples and Conservation:  A Parnership between indigenous Kayapo communities of the Brazilian Amazon (Associação Floresta Protegida dos Kayapo),  the Department of Anthropology of UnB (Universidade de Brasilia), and the University of Maryland

July 14-Aug. 3, 2011

ANTH 498 C, LASC 448 C:  6 credits

Instructors: 

Janet Chernela, PhD, Professor of Anthropology, 

Laura Zanotti, PhD, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Barbara Zimmerman PhD, Tropical Ecologist, 

Adriano Jerozolimski, PhD, Zoology 

This six-credit class will consider conservation partnering from the standpoints of indigenous communities and conservationists. The course, taught by two anthropologists, Janet Chernela and Laura Zanotti; two tropical ecologists, Barbara Zimmerman (founder of the Kayapo/CI alliance) and Adriano Jerozolimski; and four Kayapo instructors,  combines anthropology, history, and tropical ecology.  The course addresses the short and long-term priorities of one of the most prominent indigenous nations of Amazonia, the Kayapo, as it also explores Western valuations of nature, concepts of biodiversity, and tropical forest ecology.  The course offers an unusual opportunity to experience  conservation strategies as emergent, interactive phenomena.  

The Amazon basin is the largest remaining tract of tropical rainforest in the world.  Many now attribute this fact to occupation of the land by indigenous peoples who have managed and defended it for millennia.  In the face of growing threats to both the landscape and people, the relationship of indigenous peoples to the forests in which they live has received new interest.  From a strategic standpoint, a number of indigenous groups of the Brazilian Amazon now participate in arrangements of "Partnering" with outside entities, intended to increase security of their lands. We will visit and work with one such innovative partnership in which indigenous peoples participate in decision-making and knowledge-sharing. 

The objectives of the field course are to gain an understanding of: 1) socio-economic dynamics of the Amazonian frontier and drivers of deforestation; 2) tropical forest biology with special attention to plant-animal interactions in forest regeneration; 3) a forest-dependent indigenous culture and its struggle to determine the future of its land and culture.  Within conservation and development, the course will address the causes of deforestation and threats to Kayapo land and culture (ranching, logging, goldmining); territorial control by the Kayapo; and new and recent partnerships.  

The Kayapo territories of Pará and Mato Grosso state provide a striking example of the efficacy of indigenous organization and strategic partnering in creating an effective barrier to the wave of deforestation and fires sweeping across the southeastern Amazon basin.  The indigenous Kayapo, who depend on the forest for their livelihoods, have been working to protect their lands from invasion and deforestation since their first contact with outsiders fifty years ago. Since demarcation of their lands, the Kayapo have actively contested their land rights and frontier expansion, defending the 2,000 km border of the Terra Indigena Kayapo against invasion by ranching, logging, gold-mining and land fraud (grilhagem).  Recently the environmental NGO Conservation International entered a partnership with the Kayapo to  strengthen border monitoring and to implement sustainable economic development.  Today, Kayapo lands form a virtual barrier to widespread deforestation from agriculture and logging.

The Kayapo, who continue to practice hunting and horticulture, have been especially impressive in their organized, militant protection of their lands. They are best known for their precedent-setting triumph in garnering international support to halt a large hydroelectric project in 1989.  Kayapo territories are located along the edge of Brazil’s arc of deforestation, where they are the only impediment to ranching and large-scale farming proceeding northward.  Kayapo territories now represent one of the largest remaining stretches of neotropical rainforest in the world. 

The course takes place in the Kayapo village, Aukre, located in the center of the reserve, and the nearby Pinkaiti Ecological Research Station.  The areas are generally closed to outsiders.  In a rare partnership with the Kayapo organization, Associação Floresta Protegida,the University of Maryland and UnB have arranged for a small class of students to visit this reserve, live among the Kayapo, and be taught by them along with researchers. The course presents an extraordinary opportunity for students to study indigenous conservation at a multi-landscape scale, as well as a unique indigenous-NGO partnership to protect their lands.

The class is available at the graduate and undergraduate levels.  For more information, contact chernela@gmail.com
Program Staff

Your Instructors: Dr. Janet Chernela, Faculty Director

Janet Chernela is a Professor of Anthropology and Latin American Studies at the University of Maryland who has worked among indigenous peoples of the Brazilian Amazon for over 30 years. Chernela is author of the 1993 book, The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space and numerous articles and chapters on indigenous peoples, traditional ecological knowledge, and indigenous-environmentalist strategies.  Dr. Chernela has served on the ecology faculty of the Brazilian Institute for Amazonian Studies (INPA, Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazonia), and as consultant for the international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) the Nature Conservancy, the Ford Foundation, and Cultural Survival.

Your Instructors: Barbara Zimmerman, Professor Tropical Forest Ecology

Barbara Zimmerman is an ecologist and the Director of the Kayapo Initiative for The International Conservation Fund of Canada, The Environmental Defense Fund (USA) and the Wild Foundation (USA), environmental NGOs with missions to protect large forest landscapes.  Between 1997 and 2003 she was a part time professor at The University of Toronto.  Zimmerman is author of a number of articles on Amazonian fauna as well as the Kayapo-ENGO alliance, its challenges, and its successes.   In the 1980s Dr. Zimmerman was a researcher associated with the WWF/INPA (Brazilian Institute for Amazonian Studies, or Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazonia), project on biological dynamics of forest fragments in the central Amazon.

Your Instructors: Laura Zanotti, Anthropology 

Laura Zanotti is a sociocultural anthropologist and Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Purdue University.  Zanotti completed her Ph.D. at the University of Washington in 2008 and joined the Anthropology faculty at Purdue University in Fall of 2009.  She specializes in environmental anthropology, political ecology and ethnoecology.  Zanotti has worked with the Kayapó since 2006 on the issues of conservation, gendered uses of the landscape, and resistance strategies.
Your Instructors: Adriano Jerozolimski, Tropical Ecology

Adriano Jerozolimski  (Pingo) is a tropical ecologist who received his Ph.D. in 2004 from the University of Sao Paulo (USP).  An expert on Kayapo lands, flora, and fauna, he has been working among the Kayapo of Brazil for 10 years.  A former associate researcher with Conservation International’s Amazon Program, Dr. Jerozolimski has since 2006 served as the executive manager of Associação Floresta Protegida (the Protected Forest Association), a Kayapó NGO which represents eight Kayapó communities in southern state of Pará, articulating linkages with international, environmental, indigenous, and intergovernmental institutions (such as the UN).  He is responsible for design, management and implementation of conservation and development support from outside sources with the ultimate objective of long-term protection of Kayapo lands and culture.  He spends his time between the Kayapo reserve and Brasilia.  In addition to playing a central role in the teaching of our course, Dr. Jerozolimski is our spokesperson in Brasilia.  
Kayapo Instructors: Bepnemono,  Akrokrã, Pyp, Ykaruru,  Kroyi, Ireo, Tekrere, 
Tiago,  Koimok, Mexkango 

Examples of Seminar Speakers from Previous Years:
 Paulo Barreto, IMAZON 
 Raimundo Morães, Attorney,‘Ministério Público’ of Pará
 Adilson Serrao, Coordinator of Amazon Initiative and former dir., Embrapa

 Jan Börner, CGIAR and Amazon Initiative

 Carlos Santos, Associação Floresta Protegida Kayapo NGO with CI partner

 Kayapo Chief Krut

 Kayapo Chief Tumre
 Pere Jean, Commissão Pastoral da Terra, Tucuma

 Admilton Azevedo, Movimento Sem Terra, Marabá

 Otto Piovesan   Instituto Carvão Cidadão (Citizen Charcoal Institute), Marabá
 Max Steinbrenner, Coordinator of International Cooperation, Federal Rural University of the Amazon
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