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SOCIETY FOR THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF LOWLAND SOUTH AMERICA

SAL SA Demands an End to the Repression of Indigenous Peoplesin Peru

February 26, 2023

The Society for the Anthropology of the Lowlands of South America, an international academic
organization composed of scholars, students and professionas, rejects the repressive policy
adopted in Peru in response to the political crisis that began in December of last year and calls for
a peaceful and democratic resolution. The excessive and indiscriminate use of violence in the
repression of political protest affects especially racia minorities, members of peasant and union
organizations, Indigenous groups (Andean and Amazonian), and student federations. The three
main demands of the citizen protest are: (1) the resignation of President Dina Boluarte, (2) early
elections in 2023, and (3) a referendum on the formation of a constituent assembly. These are
supported by an overwhelming mgjority of Peruvians, according to recent opinion polls.

The regions of Peru that have suffered the most intense human rights violations are those with a
predominance of Indigenous populations and territories. Among the victims of the massacres are
minors and medica personnel who were assisting the wounded. The repression has also resulted
in arbitrary arrests and the harassment of Indigenous delegations and peasant federations that have
traveled to Limato join the protests in the capital. We are following with particular concern the
violent eviction of the delegations that were at the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos,
Peru’s main public university, which is an important center for research on the Amazon aswell as
one of the few universities accessible to young Amazonian students. We are particularly concerned
by the reports and testimonies of cruel treatment of students and members of the delegations
detained at the hands of the Peruvian National Police. Finally, we want to draw attention to the
numerous reports of mistreatment and harassment of independent journalists who report on
arbitrary arrests and other abusive acts committed by the police. Far from assuming any political
responsibility, the Peruvian government has justified its actions by associating |egitimate protests
with “terrorism”, international conspiracies, drug trafficking and illegal mining. This
stigmatization of citizens who legitimately protest as terrorists does not contribute to a peaceful
solution to the crisis and, on the contrary, deepens the crisis.

The Peruvian government’s response to the crisis not only sows doubts about the possibility of a
neutral investigation of the crimes that have occurred, it also prevents a peaceful resolution of the
conflict that would allow for dialogue with the demands of the various citizen sectors, especialy:
Indigenous Peoples, peasant communities, students and popular classes. Widespread racism,
classism, and other types of discrimination in the current polarized scenario make it impossiblefor
Indigenous Peoples, peasant communities, and other racialized sectors to fully exercise ther
political rights. SALSA reiterates its cal for an immediate cessation of the excessive use of
repressive violence in Peru. Likewise, we reaffirm our commitment to a political solution to the
crisis, which must include the active participation of 1ndigenous Peoples and peasant communities
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in such a way that their proposals are taken seriously and with unrestricted respect for human
rights. We also support those actions of justice that seek the punishment of those responsible
materially and politically, aswell asactionsaimed at repairing the damage caused to the numerous
victims of this conflict, the vast majority of whom are members of racialized and historically
marginalized sectors of the citizenship of Peru.
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